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The Sikarra Award honors Josep Guitart
for a lifetime dedicated to the Roman site
of Iesso
The Sikarra Award recognizes Josep Guitart for a lifetime dedicated to the Roman
site of Iesso.

The Sikarra Award, organized by the Fundació Jordi Cases i Llebot and the association
Espitllera Fòrum d’Estudis Segarrencs (EFES), was presented on Saturday, March 16th, in
Guissona, to the director of the excavation of the Roman city of Iesso, Josep Guitart i Duran.

Guitart and his team have placed the Roman park of Guissona among the most important
sites to understand the process of Romanization in Catalonia. He has led the project from
the Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona and under the coordination of the Institut Català
d’Arqueologia Clàssica (ICAC-CERCA), which has managed the project since 2004 with the
concatenation of several four-year projects co-funded by the Department of Culture of the
Generalitat de Catalunya. The current project, Transformacions urbanístiques,
dinàmiques constructives i vida urbana a la ciutat romana de Iesso (Guissona,
Segarra) (CLT009/22/00039), is directed by Núria Romaní (UAB) and Josep Guitart, who
was the first director of the ICAC (in 2003) and is currently an associated researcher at the
Institute.

After five decades of research
and dedication to the Iesso
project, Josep Guitart becomes
the true soul of the project

As reported by the Guissona City Council, during the award ceremony, Josep Guitart
explained that he arrived in Guissona in 1974, after the archaeologist Emili Junyent told him
that some young people, Francesc Santacreu, Santi Mercadé, Ramon Santaeulària, and
Ramon Ribera, were excavating and had made the discovery of a Roman sewer in the
Fassina. Guitart explained, “since then, the archaeological park of Iesso, as if it had come to
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life, has accompanied me until today.”

Today, the Roman city of Iesso, along with the work of the Museu de Guissona, is a
comprehensive project to understand Romanization in the inland regions of
Catalonia.

Guitart‘s commitment and trajectory with Guissona have gone far beyond professional
dedication, forging personal and academic bonds that have enabled the creation of a whole
school of archaeologists and raised awareness in the community about the importance of its
past.

The entire ICAC-CERCA community celebrates this well-deserved recognition
and congratulates their dear colleague Josep Guitart.

We leave you with a small gallery of images of Dr. Guitart:
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Els directors del jaciment de Iesso, Joaquim Pera i Josep Guitart,
davant el pou fora muralla on s’han trobat restes orgàniques.
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Isabel Rodà, Joan Gómez, Josep Maria Palet, Josep Guitart 
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Els Curs de Guissona permet als estudiants posar en
pràctica els coneixements treballats durant el curs i,
també, l’oportunitat de treballar sobre el terreny en
el marc d’un projecte de recerca en curs. Foto: ICAC
(CC 4.0).
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Imatge aèria de Iesso, 2021. Foto: Equip
de Iesso.
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