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THE DECORATIVE ART OF CRETE IN THE
BRONZE AGE. .

LF S HTK

IR ODUETION.

When in 1878 Professor Furtwingler and Professor Lischeke were sort-
ing the fragments of painted vases which had been brought into the Pelytech-
nion in Athons from various “Myecnacan® ziteg in Greeee, they found that,
“wwith the execption of the spiral and of a few motives derived from weaving,
all the patterna of vascs with lustrous paint, even those in which delight in
fanciful combinations of lmes had guided the artist’s hand, were, in their oldest
forms, representations of natural ohjects.!  The material availahle for a study
of Mycenaean design has been greatly increasecl since this statement was macle,
especially by recent excavations in Crete. There ornamented objects have
been brought to light from all the suecessive stages of a civilization which
extended from the beginning 1o the end of the bronze age., The object of this
paper is to ascertain how far the observation of Professor Furtwingler about
the pottery known in 1878 holds good for this wider and hetter understood field
of Cretan decorative art. If the character of the designs of Cretan vases be
determined, the kind of ornament which appears in other prehistorie sites of
the Aegean basin will be intelligible, since the culture of these places will be
found o be parallel and alin to one stage or another of Cretan culture.

The English excavators in Crete have divided Cretan pottery of the bronze
age into three periods, to which they give the names: ‘Barly Minoan," ‘Middle
Minoan,' and * Late Minoan.”?  Each of these three periods is again divided into
three subdivisions. The Cretan bronze-age pottery which has been published
i arranged according to these nine divisions in the table opposite page 50.
In parallel eolumns are arranged accarding to the same classification tho moet
important decorated objeets of early Cretan civilization other than pottery
and alse the bronze-age pottery from other sites in the Aegean hasin.
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